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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

NOTE: IF INSTALLING POST LIGHTING, WIRING MUST BE INSTALLED PRIOR TO SECURING POSTS TO DECK/STAIR SURFACE 
AND INSTALLING TOP RAIL SNAPS.

It is the responsibility of the installer to meet all local code requirements and obtain all required building permits. The installer 
should determine and  implement appropriate installation techniques for each installation situation. AZEK Co. LLC or its reseller 
shall not be held responsible for improper or unsafe installations.

Important Note:
Prior to construction, check with your local regulatory agency for special 
code requirements in your area.
Post spans will vary depending on job site conditions. Never span more than 6' on-center  
between railing posts. For all other applications, consult a design professional or a 
TimberTech representative for more information. Read instructions completely to get an 
understanding of how the product goes together and how each piece affects the other.

For buried Posts:
•	 Check local codes for frost line depth and regulations.
•	 You must have the utility companies clearly mark your property for electrical, 

gas or water lines to avoid puncturing any unseen underground utilities.

Important: Impression 
Privacy Screen™ assemblies 
require 3" posts to reach  
6' on-center lengths.

Important Information

Visit www.timbertech.com/resources/
installationguides/ to view installation 
guides and videos.
Consult your local building codes for 
guardrail, handrail, and fall protection 
requirements.

Important Note:
The diagrams and instructions in this document are for illustration purposes only and are not meant to replace a licensed professional. Any 
construction or use of the product must be in accordance with all local zoning and/or building codes. The consumer assumes all risks and liability 
associated with the construction or use of this product. The consumer or contractor should take all necessary steps to ensure the safety of everyone 
involved in the project, including, but not limited to, wearing the appropriate safety equipment. Except as contained in the written limited warranty, 
AZEK does not provide any other warranty, either express or implied, and shall not be liable for any damages, including consequential damages.

•	Please read all instructions completely before starting any part of the installation. Always make sure to visit www.TimberTech.com to ensure you 
are viewing the most current installation instructions, care and cleaning, technical information, and more.

•	Impression Privacy Screen should be installed using the same good building principles used to install wood, composite, or metal railing and in 
accordance with the local building codes and the installation guidelines included below.

•	The AZEK Co. LLC accepts no liability or responsibility for the improper installation of this product.
•	Impression Privacy Screen may not be suitable for every application, and it is the sole responsibility of the installer to be sure that Impression 

Privacy Screen is fit for the intended use. Since all installations are unique, it is also the installer’s responsibility to determine specific requirements 
in regard to each rail application.

•	The AZEK Co. LLC recommends that all applications be reviewed by a licensed architect, engineer, or local building official before installation. 
If you have any questions or need further assistance, please call TimberTech Customer Service at 877-275-2935, or visit our website at  
www.TimberTech.com.

•	The following Installation Guidelines are applicable for installation of Impression Privacy Screen only. Impression Privacy Screen is compatible 
with Timbertech Impression Rail Express Railing Systems. When utilizing these together please refer to both installation guides for proper install.

•	IMPORTANT: Make sure the DRIVE TOOL/DRILL is configured or set to use the SCREW setting when driving and/or tightening all FASTENERS.
•	SAFETY: Always wear necessary personal protective equipment during installation. All tools should be in proper maintained condition. Keep loose 

clothes, hair and jewelry clear when using power tools.
•	Failure to install this product in accordance with applicable building codes and Impression Privacy Screen written installation guide may lead to 

personal injury, affect rail system performance, and void the product warranty.
•	The buildup or generation of static electricity is a naturally occurring phenomenon in many plastic based products such as carpeting, upholstery, 

and clothing, and can occur on alternative decking under certain environmental conditions. This static electricity can discharge once contact is 
made with hardware, railing, or other conductors of electricity.
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Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

Suggested Tools and Hardware:

•	 Personal Protective Equipment
•	 Tape measure and level
•	 Pencil
•	 Utility knife
•	 Miter saw with carbide-tipped 

non-ferrous blade
•	 Cordless Drill
•	 4 Clamps

•	 Post-to-surface fasteners
•	 Carpenter Square (recommended)
•	 Touch up paint (recommended)
•	 Install jig (recommended)
•	 Concrete drill bit 

(use with hammer drill to mount 
posts on concrete)

•	 6" #2 Square drive bit

Items required for buried posts:
•	 Wood Stakes
•	 Mallet for wood stakes
•	 Masonry string
•	 Power auger or post hole digger
•	 Shovel
•	 Concrete Mix

 Configuration shown: 72" Impression 
Privacy Screen with a code compliant 
42" high top rail used as midrail. Other 

configurations are available.
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

Install Surface Mount Posts

Install surface mount posts with 
proper blocking (Dia. 1) or buried 
posts with concrete and proper 
depth (Dia. 2).
Use Only Proper Post-to-
Surface Mounting Screws:
•	 Residential Deck Applications 

– 5/16" X 6" Exterior Torx/Star 
Drive Construction Screws

•	 Residential Concrete 
Applications – Tapcon® 5/16" x 
3" Hex Washer Head Concrete 
Anchor

•	 Other Surfaces – Check 
local zoning and/or building 
codes or consult a licensed 
professional.

FOR ALL CONFIGURATONS, FOLLOW STEPS 1-5

1

2

Dia. 2Dia. 1

Dia. 3

Install Bottom Clips Onto Posts

Option A - Surface Mount Using Install Jig
•	 Place install jig on top of base plate upper edge with arrow 

down. (Dia. 3)
•	 Place clip in hole and fasten with (2) #8x3/4" self-tapping 

screws.
Option B - Surface Mount Without Install Jig
•	 Measure 2-7/8" from top of casting shoulder and place a 

pencil mark for location of the top edge of the rail clip. (Dia. 3)
•	 Center clip on post and secure with (2) #8x3/4" self-tapping 

screws. 
Option C - Buried Posts
•	 Measure 34" from bottom of post (4-11/16" from ground 

surface) and place a pencil mark for location of the top edge 
of the rail clip. (Dia. 3)

•	 Center clip on post and secure with (2) #8x3/4" self-tapping 
screws.

•	 Install the posts into ground (Dia. 2)

2X6
BLOCKING

4X EXTERIOR
TORX/STAR DRIVE
CONSTRUCTION
SCREWS (SOLD
SEPARATELY)

SHIMS
BELOW
BASESURFACE 

MOUNT 
POSTS ON 
DECKS

DECK EDGE

3" CENTERLINE
TYPICAL

3" CENTERLINE
TYPICAL

JOIST 
STRINGER

2X6 BLOCKING

2X6 CROSS 
BLOCK

BURIED 
POSTS

30"

3-4"
PACKED
SOIL

CONCRETE

6"

POST

FROST
LINE

FLARED
BOTTOM

(2) - #8X3/4" SELF-TAPPING SCREWS

ARROW 
DOWN

SURFACE MOUNT
WITH JIG 

SURFACE MOUNT
WITHOUT JIG 

BURIED POST
WITHOUT JIG 

2-7/8" 4-11/16"
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Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

Dia. 4

Install Bottom Snap

•	 Cut (if needed) and install the bottom 
snap onto the bottom heavy channel by 
pushing up firmly. (Dia. 5)

 
 Install Tip: If its necessary to cut 

heavy channel, bottom snap, or slats, 
remove the same measurement from 
each component.

Install Support Leg

•	 For openings greater than 4 feet, install 
support leg under center of bottom rail 
(Dia. 6)

•	 Slide support leg under bottom rail and 
mark location on deck surface.

•	 Install two deck screws at location of 
support leg, leaving them 1/2" above 
deck surface. This prevents the support 
leg from being kicked out of place. 
Install support leg over screws.

•	 Using (1) - #8x3/4" color-matched screw, 
secure the support leg to bottom rail.

4

5

Dia. 5

Dia. 6

3 Attach Bottom Heavy Channel

•	 Cut (if needed) and attach the bottom 
heavy channel to the clips with (2) - 
#8x3/4" self-tapping screws. (Dia. 4)

(2) - #8X3/4" SELF-TAPPING SCREWS
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

CHOOSE A CONFIGURATON

Configuration Side Channel Lengths Section Assemblies

Dia. A

36" Privacy screen 
with a code 

compliant top rail
29-7/16"

Start with a spacer
16 spacers

7 slats CONTINUE 
ON PAGE 7 

Dia. B

42" Privacy screen 
with a code 

compliant top rail
36-3/4"

Start with a slat
16 spacers

9 slats

Dia. C

72" Privacy screen 
with a code 

compliant 36" 
high top rail used 

as midrail

NOTE: Top and bottom cuts for the 
same post must be made from the 
same Side Channel and Gasket.

Top

Start with 
a spacer

18 
spacers
8 slats

CONTINUE 
ON PAGE 10 

Top 33-9/16"

Bottom 29-7/16" Bottom

Start with 
a spacer

16 
spacers
7 slats

Dia. D

72" Privacy screen 
with a code 

compliant 42" 
high top rail used 

as midrail

NOTE: Top and bottom cuts for the 
same post must be made from the 
same Side Channel and Gasket.

Top

Start with 
a slat

12 
spacers
7 slats

Top 28-7/16"

Bottom 36-3/4" Bottom

Start with 
a slat

16 
spacers
9 slats

Dia. E

72" Privacy screen 
without a code 

compliant top rail 
used as midrail

NO CUTTING 
REQUIRED

Start with slat
30 spacers

16 slats

CONTINUE 
ON PAGE 16 

 Code Compliant Top Rail    Standard Top Rail / Bottom Snap
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Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

CUT GASKETS FLUSH

 

1X

2X

LOW DRILL
TORQUE
SETTING!

(3) #8 X 1-1/2" 
SELF-TAPPING 
SCREWS

NARROWER SLOTS 
TO HOLD GASKET

NOTE ORIENTATION
OF SIDE CHANNEL:

WIDER OPENING TO
FIT ALUMINUM SLATS

Dia. 8

Dia. 7

Insert and Cut Side Channel 
Gaskets

•	 Slide gaskets into the side channels. 
Mark where they meet the top and cut 
them so they are flush. (Dia. 9)

7 Dia. 9

6 Cut and Install Side Channels

•	 Cut side channels at 29-7/16" for 36" 
privacy screens or 36-5/8" for 42" privacy 
screens. (Dia. 7)

•	 NOTE: Touch up paint is recommended for 
all steps where aluminum pieces are cut.

•	 Find and mark the center of the posts using 
the install jig or a tape measure. Clamp 
side channels centered onto the posts and 
resting on the bottom heavy channel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Install Tips: 
•	 Follow side channel orientation in 

Dia. 8.
•	 Use a low drill torque setting to 

prevent over-driving of screws.

•	 Pre-drill 1/8" holes and secure with  
(3) #8x1-1/2" self-tapping screws. (Dia 8)

36" AND 42" PRIVACY SCREENS WITH A CODE COMPLIANT 
TOP RAIL
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

HIDE SPACER
HOLE INSIDE
SIDE CHANNEL 
(TOWARDS POST)

SPACERS OUTSIDE 
GASKETS AND TABS

8 Insert Slats and Spacers

Alternate sliding slats and spacers into the 
gaskets. Reference Dia. A or B in the table 
on page 6 for order and number of slats and 
spacers. (Dia. 10-11)
 
 

 
 
 
 

Install Tip: Ensure each spacer 
is outside the gasket and both tabs 
with the hole hidden inside the side 
channel. (Dia. 10)

Dia. 11

Dia. 10
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Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

POST
CAPS

POST BASE
SKIRTS

(4) - #8X3/4" 
SELF-TAPPING 

SCREWS

CODE
COMPLIANT

TOP RAIL

9

10

Install Heavy Channel and 
Code Compliant Top Rail

•	 Place the heavy channel onto the top 
slat and center it on the post using clip jig 
or tape measure. Ensure the open side 
of the heavy channel is facing upward. 
With clips laying in the end of the heavy 
channel, attach the clips to the post using 
(2) #8x3/4" self-tapping screws. Next, 
drive (2) #8x3/4" self-tapping screws 
through the heavy channel and into the 
clips. (Dia. 12)

•	 Cut Code Compliant Top Rail to the 
length of your top heavy channel and 
snap onto the top heavy channel by 
pushing down firmly. (Dia. 12)

Finish Installation

•	 Install post caps and base plate covers. 
(Dia. 13) 

Final Check:
•	 Ensure all fasteners are secure.
•	 Verify alignment of posts and heavy 

channels.

Dia. 13

Dia. 12
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

CUT GASKETS FLUSH

LOW DRILL
TORQUE
SETTING!

(3) #8 X 1-1/2" 
SELF-TAPPING 
SCREWS

NARROWER SLOTS 
TO HOLD GASKET

NOTE ORIENTATION
OF SIDE CHANNEL:

WIDER OPENING TO
FIT ALUMINUM SLATS

 

1X

2X

Dia. 7

72" PRIVACY SCREENS WITH A CODE COMPLIANT TOP RAIL 
IN THE MIDDLE

Dia. 8

Insert and Cut Bottom Side 
Channel Gaskets

•	 Slide gaskets into the side channels. Mark 
where they meet the top and cut them so 
they are flush. (Dia. 9)

7 Dia. 9

6 Cut and Install Bottom Side 
Channels

•	 Cut the bottom side channels at 29-7/16" 
for 36" midrails or 36-5/8" for 42" midrails. 
(Dia. 7)

•	 NOTE: Touch up paint is recommended for 
all steps where aluminum pieces are cut.

•	 Find and mark the center of the posts using 
the install jig or a tape measure. Clamp 
side channels centered onto the posts and 
resting on the bottom heavy channel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Install Tips: 
•	 Follow side channel orientation in 

Dia. 8.
•	 Use a low drill torque setting to 

prevent over-driving of screws.

•	 Pre-drill 1/8" holes and secure with  
(3) #8x1-1/2" self-tapping screws. (Dia 8)
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Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

HIDE SPACER
HOLE INSIDE
SIDE CHANNEL 
(TOWARDS POST)

SPACERS OUTSIDE 
GASKETS AND TABS

8 Insert Bottom Slats and 
Spacers

Alternate sliding slats and spacers into the 
gaskets. Reference Dia. C or D in the table 
on page 6 for order and number of slats and 
spacers. (Dia. 10-11)
 
 

 
 
 
 

Install Tip: Ensure each spacer 
is outside the gasket and both tabs 
with the hole hidden inside the side 
channel. (Dia. 10)

Dia. 11

Dia. 10
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

LOW DRILL
TORQUE
SETTING!

(3) #8 X 1-1/2" SELF-TAPPING SCREWS

(4) - #8X3/4" 
SELF-TAPPING 

SCREWS

CODE
COMPLIANT

TOP RAIL

10

Dia. 13

Cut and Install Top Side 
Channels
•	 Cut the top side channels at 33-9/16" for 

36" midrails or 28-7/16" for 42" midrails.
•	 Find and mark the center of the posts 

using the install jig or a tape measure. 
Clamp top side channels centered onto 
the posts and resting on the top rail. Pre-
drill 1/8" holes and secure with (3) #8x1-
1/2" self-tapping screws. (Dia 13)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Install Tips: 
•	 Follow side channel orientation in 

Dia. 8.
•	 Use a low drill torque setting to 

prevent over-driving of screws.

9 Install Heavy Channel and 
Code Compliant Top Rail

•	 Place the heavy channel onto the top 
slat and center it on the post using clip jig 
or tape measure. Ensure the open side 
of the heavy channel is facing upward. 
With clips laying in the end of the heavy 
channel, attach the clips to the post using 
(2) #8x3/4" self-tapping screws. Next, 
drive (2) #8x3/4" self-tapping screws 
through the heavy channel and into the 
clips. (Dia. 12)

•	 Cut Code Compliant Top Rail to the length 
of your top heavy channel and snap onto 
the top heavy channel by pushing down 
firmly. (Dia. 12)

Dia. 12



Page 13

Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

CUT GASKETS FLUSH

Insert and Cut Top Side 
Channel Gaskets

Slide gaskets into the side channels. Mark 
where they meet the top and cut them so 
they are flush. (Dia. 14)

11 Dia. 14

12 Insert Top Slats and Spacers

Alternate sliding slats and spacers into the 
gaskets. (Dia. 15) Reference the chart on 
page 6 for order and number of slats and 
spacers. Reference the chart on page 3 
for order and number of slats and spacers. 
(Dia. 10-11)
 
 

 
 
 
 

Install Tip: Ensure each spacer 
is outside the gasket and both tabs 
with the hole hidden inside the side 
channel. (Dia. 10)

Dia. 15
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

13 Install Heavy Channel and Top 
Rail Snap

•	 Place the heavy channel onto the top 
slat and secure with attach clips and (4) 
#8x3/4" self-tapping screws. (Dia. 16)

•	 Install the other rail snap by pushing down 
firmly onto the heavy channel. (Dia. 16)

Dia. 16
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Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

POST BASE
SKIRTS

POST
CAPS

14 Finish Installation

•	 Install post caps and base plate covers. 
(Dia. 17) 

Final Check:
•	 Ensure all fasteners are secure.
•	 Verify alignment of posts and heavy 

channels.

Dia. 17
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

NARROWER SLOTS 
TO HOLD GASKET

NOTE ORIENTATION
OF SIDE CHANNEL:

WIDER OPENING TO
FIT ALUMINUM SLATS

LOW DRILL
TORQUE
SETTING!

(6) #8 X 1-1/2" 
SELF-TAPPING 
SCREWS

72" PRIVACY SCREENS WITHOUT A CODE COMPLIANT 
TOP RAIL

Dia. 7

Insert Side Channel Gaskets

•	 Slide gaskets into the side channels.  
(Dia. 8)

7 Dia. 8

6 Cut and Install Side Channels

•	 Find and mark the center of the posts 
using the install jig or a tape measure. 
Clamp side channels centered onto the 
posts and resting on the bottom heavy 
channel. (Dia 7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Install Tips: 
•	 Follow side channel orientation in 

Dia. 7.
•	 Use a low drill torque setting to 

prevent over-driving of screws.

•	 Pre-drill 1/8" holes and secure with  
(6) #8x1-1/2" self-tapping screws. (Dia 7)
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Installing the Imression Privacy Screen™

HIDE SPACER
HOLE INSIDE
SIDE CHANNEL 
(TOWARDS POST)

SPACERS OUTSIDE 
GASKETS AND TABS

8 Insert Slats and Spacers

Alternate sliding slats and spacers into the 
gaskets. Reference Dia. E in the table on 
page 6 for order and number of slats and 
spacers. (Dia. 9-10) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Install Tip: Ensure each spacer 
is outside the gasket and both tabs 
with the hole hidden inside the side 
channel. (Dia. 10)

Dia. 10

Dia. 9
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Installing the Impression Privacy Screen™

9 Install Heavy Channel and 
Code Compliant Top Rail

•	 Place the heavy channel onto the top slat 
and center it on the post using clip jig 
or tape measure. Ensure the open side 
of the heavy channel is facing upward. 
With clips laying in the end of the heavy 
channel, attach the clips to the post using 
(2) #8x3/4" self-tapping screws. Next, 
drive (2) #8x3/4" self-tapping screws 
through the heavy channel and into the 
clips. (Dia. 11)

•	 Cut Code Compliant Top Rail to the length 
of your top heavy channel and snap onto 
the top heavy channel by pushing down 
firmly. (Dia. 11)

Dia. 11
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POST BASE
SKIRTS

POST
CAPS

10 Finish Installation

•	 Install post caps and base plate covers. 
(Dia. 12) 

Final Check:
•	 Ensure all fasteners are secure.
•	 Verify alignment of posts and heavy 

channels.

Dia. 12
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